70                    ARRIVAL OF PEDRAR1AS

in the end of June 1514 as Governor, with a great
staff of officials, a bishop, and 1200 men. When
he sent to apprise the Alcalde Mayor of his arrival,
the messenger found Vasco Nunez, who was never
idle, in cotton shirt, loose drawers, and sandals,
helping some natives to thatch a house. The
new Governor landed on June 30, and immediately
appointed Enciso, who was supposed to be his
enemy, to take the residencies of the Alcalde Mayor.
Nothing could be proved against him, but some-
thing was pretended, and he was heavily fined
and for some time under arrest.

The grand work of the illustrious coloniser was
ruthlessly destroyed. Robbery and murder took
the place of justice and conciliation. The first
act of Pedrarias was to send Juan de Ayora, one
of his captains, to build forts in Comogue and
Pocorosa. Ayora proceeded to torture and burn
the natives for gold, and then sailed away with it.
Bartolome Hurtado, another of the Governor's
men, was sent in search of Ayora, devastated
the country and brought back many slaves.
Then one Gaspar de Morales, the most infamous
of the gang, was sent across the isthmus to seek
for pearls in some islands off the coast, with eighty
men. The chiefs and people were very friendly.